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HOUSTON, Texas (KTRK) -- An assistant district attorney with the Harris County DA's office was fired for
lying on her application, after just days on the job.  
 
The DA's office issued a statement that Marlene Bovell was fired Wednesday for lying on her employment
application. She started Monday as an assistant district attorney assigned to the misdemeanor division.  
 
When asked on her Harris County District Attorney Office job application if she had ever been arrested or
convicted of a crime anywhere aside from minor traffic violations, she responded "No."  
 
She admitted Wednesday that she had not been truthful on the application.  
 
It was a short stink that puzzled Harris County's Chief Public Defender Alex Bunin.  
 
"I was surprised to hear it because they do a good background check, and things like that don't happen very
often," Bunin said.  
 
According to the DA's office, prior to her being hired, Bovell's background was checked through data bases
traditionally used by law enforcement to determine if a person has been previously arrested or convicted of a
crime. The databases returned no information to indicate she'd had any previous encounters with law
enforcement.  
 
The state's Texas Board of Law Examiners actually licenses lawyers and is responsible for background. The
State Bar of Texas manages membership and licenses that have been approved via the board.  
 
Eyewitness News reached out to the state board. We're told they're looking into the situation, but aren't
ready to issue a statement.  
 
Bovell matches the name and age of a woman convicted of theft in the Cayman Islands. Local reports said
she stole $6,000.  
 
We went by her home Wednesday. Bovell came to the door, but said 'no comment' when asked about why
she lied on her application.  
 
Bovell worked at the Harris County District Clerk's Office from July 2013 to July 2015 as an assistant district
clerk.  
 
Background check procedures for all HCDAO applicants have been amended, according to their office.

Report a correction or typo

RELATED TOPICS: 
harris county employment

Assistant district attorney fired for lying on
employment application

EMBED <> MORE VIDEOS 

Assistant DA fired for lying on employment application.

TOP STORIES
2 people cut from
vehicles survive violent
crash in NE Houston
Updated 2 hours ago

Pleasantly warm
Thursday, storms return
Saturday
Updated an hour ago

Peek inside ABC13's
new SkyEye high-tech
helicopter
Updated 2 hours ago

Shop offers name brands for up to 90
percent off for good cause
Updated an hour ago

Rape suspect targeting women leaving
area gyms: Police

Watch the moment this dam spillgate
collapsed in New Braunfels
Updated 18 minutes ago

Search for Maleah Davis temporarily
suspended

Man set ex-wife's house on fire before
chase, deputies say
Updated 32 minutes ago

Homes in Sicily selling for as little as $2
Updated 29 minutes ago

Former Pres. Jimmy Carter home after
breaking hip
Updated an hour ago

Boyfriend of missing woman: 'I feel she's
still out there'
Updated an hour ago

THE 60: Man steals rare Ferrari worth
$2.2M during test drive
Updated 3 hours ago

MORE VIDEOS

Crime/Justice

MORE FROM HOUSTON
Police launch new
statewide billboard
campaign to find
murderer in "Killing…

17-year-old shooting
survivor launches
Houston city council
bid

Houston firefighters
set to get big Prop B
checks overnight, but
say city's…

Federal trial in case of
Hurricane Harvey
goes beyond the
courtroom

WEATHER ALERT Flood Warning

00:00 01:54

Powered by Hoodline

SHARE

TWEET

EMAIL

82° Houston, TX
EDIT

Log In
menu

WATCH VIDEOS

https://abc13.com/extras/reporttypo?url=http://abc13.com/assistant-da-fired-for-lying-on-employment-application/3083648/
https://abc13.com/place/harris-county/
https://abc13.com/tag/employment/
https://abc13.com/watch/
https://abc13.com/2-people-cut-from-vehicles-survive-violent-crash-in-ne-houston/5303074/
https://abc13.com/weather/pleasantly-warm-thursday-storms-return-saturday/39346/
https://abc13.com/technology/peek-inside-abc13s-new-skyeye-high-tech-helicopter-/5145558/
https://abc13.com/shopping/shop-offers-name-brands-for-up-to-90-percent-off-for-good-cause/5303140/
https://abc13.com/rape-suspect-targeting-women-leaving-area-gyms-police-/5301926/
https://abc13.com/society/watch-the-moment-this-dam-spillgate-collapsed-in-new-braunfels/5303314/
https://abc13.com/search-for-maleah-davis-temporarily-suspended/5301459/
https://abc13.com/man-set-ex-wifes-house-on-fire-before-chase-deputies-say/5303353/
https://abc13.com/realestate/homes-in-sicily-selling-for-as-little-as-$2/5300943/
https://abc13.com/former-pres-jimmy-carter-home-after-breaking-hip/5303344/
https://abc13.com/boyfriend-of-missing-woman-i-feel-shes-still-out-there/5303248/
https://abc13.com/automotive/the-60-man-steals-rare-ferrari-worth-$22m-during-test-drive/5303200/
https://redirect.hoodline.com/police-launch-new-statewide-billb-K4ViZt?pd00=2ed82461-f244-4eb7-8bd5-362458ee047c&pd01=e1c52a80-96b4-4931-8f05-9a11a098b72e&pd02=pl-search&pd99=facb999b-7276-4a55-9e73-c502d56682b6
https://redirect.hoodline.com/17-year-old-shooting-survivor-lau-SpDprh?pd00=2ed82461-f244-4eb7-8bd5-362458ee047c&pd01=e1c52a80-96b4-4931-8f05-9a11a098b72e&pd02=pl-search&pd99=22a91df2-787e-4658-8775-aaa0004a054b
https://redirect.hoodline.com/houston-firefighters-set-to-get-b-wucLDa?pd00=2ed82461-f244-4eb7-8bd5-362458ee047c&pd01=e1c52a80-96b4-4931-8f05-9a11a098b72e&pd02=pl-search&pd99=01b81ceb-f8f8-4960-8661-23e75f4ab79b
https://redirect.hoodline.com/federal-trial-in-case-of-hurrican-BtqpFK?pd00=2ed82461-f244-4eb7-8bd5-362458ee047c&pd01=e1c52a80-96b4-4931-8f05-9a11a098b72e&pd02=pl-search&pd99=65b3bcee-76eb-4a6d-a2f4-345bec656ce9
https://hoodline.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fabc13.com%2F3083648%2F
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//abc13.com/3083648/&text=Assistant%20district%20attorney%20fired%20for%20lying%20on%20employment%20application&via=ABC13Houston&hashtags=
mailto:?subject=Assistant%20district%20attorney%20fired%20for%20lying%20on%20employment%20application&body=An%20assistant%20district%20attorney%20with%20the%20Harris%20County%20DA%27s%20office%20was%20fired%20for%20lying%20on%20her%20application.%20-%20https%3A//abc13.com/3083648/
https://abc13.com/weather/
https://abc13.com/weather/
https://abc13.com/
https://abc13.com/watch/

