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US demands social media details from visa applicants

Nearly all applicants for US visas will have to submit their social media details under
newly adopted rules.

The State Department regulations say people will have to submit social media names and five
years' worth of email addresses and phone numbers.

When proposed last year, authorities estimated the proposal would affect 14.7 million people
annually.

Certain diplomatic and official visa applicants will be exempt from the stringent new
measures.

However, people travelling to the US to work or to study will have to hand over their
information.

"We are constantly working to find mechanisms to improve our screening processes to protect
US citizens, while supporting legitimate travel to the United States," the department reportedly
said.
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Feeling the impact of Trump's foreign worker squeeze

US sets visa limits in Ghana deportee row

Previously, only applicants who needed additional vetting - such as people who had been to
parts of the world controlled by terrorist groups - would need to hand over this data.

But now applicants will have to give up their account names on a list of social media
platforms, and also volunteer the details of their accounts on any sites not listed.

Anyone who lies about their social media use could face "serious immigration
consequences", according to an official who spoke to The Hill.

The Trump administration first proposed the rules in March 2018.

At the time, the American Civil Liberties Union - a civil rights group - said there is "no evidence
that such social media monitoring is effective or fair", and said it would cause people to self-
censor themselves online.

US President Donald Trump made cracking down on immigration a key plank of his election
campaign in 2016.

He called for "extreme vetting" of immigrants before and during his time in office.

On Friday Mr Trump vowed to impose gradually rising tariffs on Mexico unless the country
curbed illegal immigration at the US southern border.

Related Topics

Donald Trump United States Migration

Share this story About sharing

More on this story

US imposes visa restrictions on Ghana over deportee row
1 February 2019

US may tie social media to visa applications
31 March 2018

mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672%3FSThisFB&display=popup
fb-messenger://share?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672%3FCMP%3Dshare_btn_me
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20US%20demands%20social%20media%20details%20from%20visa%20applicants&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672
https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672&description=Nearly%20all%20visa%20applicants%20will%20have%20to%20submit%20social%20media%20names%2C%20email%20address%20and%20phone%20numbers.&title=US%20demands%20social%20media%20details%20from%20visa%20applicants&media=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fspecial%2F2015%2Fnewsspec_10857%2Fbbc_news_logo.png%3Fcb%3D1
whatsapp://send?text=BBC%20News%20%7C%20US%20demands%20social%20media%20details%20from%20visa%20applicants%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672%3Focid%3Dwsnews.chat-apps.in-app-msg.whatsapp.trial.link1_.auin
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-us-canada-48486672&title=US%20demands%20social%20media%20details%20from%20visa%20applicants&summary=Nearly%20all%20visa%20applicants%20will%20have%20to%20submit%20social%20media%20names%2C%20email%20address%20and%20phone%20numbers.&source=BBC
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-48351811
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47089304
https://thehill.com/hilltv/rising/446336-trump-admin-to-ask-most-us-visa-applicants-for-social-media-information?rnd=1559316643
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cp7r8vgl2lgt/donald-trump
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cx1m7zg01xyt/united-states
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/cz4pr2gdg1et/migration
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47089304
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-43601557

